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Taking pneumococcal disease as an illustrative example: hospitalised older adults face a 12-13%
30-day mortality and more than 90% have chronic comorbidities.  Pneumococcal disease also
exacerbates the burden of non-communicable diseases (NCDs) because people with chronic
conditions are at higher risk of infection, which in turn increases their risk of suffering additional
clinical complications.  Considering the direct and indirect effects of pneumococcal disease,
immunisation needs to be an integral part of our broader public health strategies.
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